
The Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA) requires all clients with offshore accounts to complete certain forms to comply with the 
legislation of the USA’s Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and to be able to benefit from the Double Taxation Agreement between South Africa 
and the USA. Clients must provide new documentation every three years from the date they signed the previous form. Here is a quick guide 
to help you determine which form you should submit. 

Which FATCA form must you complete?

Are you a US citizen or an individual with association to the US, i.e. resident alien person?

Complete the W-9 form  

Complete the W-8IMY form, the Withholditng statement  
and the: 
• W-9 if you are a US citizen/have association with the US 
• W-8BEN if you a non-US individual 
• W-8BEN-E if you are a non-US entity

Are you a non-US individual or an entity?

I am an individual  

Are you an entity in which income is distributed to the beneficiaries/shareholders?

Are you an entity whereby income is not being distributed but is rather held by the entity for their own account?

Complete the W-8BEN-E form

Complete the 
W-8BEN form

I am an entity

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8imy.pdf
https://download.psg.co.za/files/wealth/forms/Securities-Withholding-Statement.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8bene.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8bene.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw8ben.pdf

